
 
 
 
November 20, 2006 
 
Excelentíssimo Senhor 
Luís Inácio Lula da Silva 
Presidente da República Federativa do Brasil  
Praça dos Três Poderes 
Palácio do Planalto 
3o andar 70.150-900 
Brasília 
DF Brasil 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
This letter requests your immediate action to secure the return to the United States 
of two American pilots being detained in your country in conjunction with the tragic 
accident between a business aircraft and a Gol Airlines aircraft on September 29th.  
 
The National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) supports a thorough, fair, 
accurate and transparent investigation into the accident. We expect nothing less. 
 
It is our understanding that the pilots and their attorneys have fully cooperated 
with investigators from your government. Yet, despite their cooperation, the pilots 
are being held in contravention of internationally recognized practices and with no 
date certain for their release. This is an unacceptable situation that must not 
continue.    
 
Based on the public reports of the accident, it is clear there was no intentional 
wrongdoing in this case. Preventing the pilots from returning to the United States is 
neither appropriate nor beneficial to the investigation.   
 
NBAA urges your prompt intervention in this matter so that the pilots can be 
returned home in time for the holidays. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this critically important issue.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Mr. Ed Bolen  
President & CEO 
National Business Aviation Association 


