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	SUBJ:
	WEIGHT AND BALANCE OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS


1.  PURPOSE.  This notice provides guidance to principal operations inspectors (POI) in reviewing Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121 and 135 operations specifications (OpSpecs) weight and balance authorizations in accordance with Advisory Circular (AC) 120-27, Aircraft Weight and Balance Control, as amended. 
2.  DISTRIBUTION.  This notice is distributed to the division level in the Flight Standards Service in Washington headquarters; to the branch level in the regional Flight Standards divisions; to the Flight Standards District Offices, and to the Regulatory Standards Division at the Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center. This notice is also distributed electronically to the division level in the Flight Standards Service in Washington headquarters and to all regional Flight Standards divisions and district offices.  This information is also available on the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Web site at:  http://www.faa.gov/library/manuals/examiners_inspectors/8400/notices/media/N8400-W&B.doc. 

3.  BACKGROUND.  

a.  On August 11, 2004, AC 120-27D changed the guidance for weight and balance to address National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommendations. OpSpecs paragraphs A011, A096, A097, A098, A099, and E096 were revised to match the AC guidance. Per guidance in HBAW 04-05/HBAT 04-08, Weight and Balance Program Operations Specifications Paragraphs A011, A096, A097, A098, A099, and E096, part 121 and 135 operators were given until August 11, 2005, to be in compliance with this new guidance.  AC 120-27E, published June 10, 2005, clarified AC 120‑27D, but the requirements and the compliance date did not change.

b.  Weight and balance programs authorized under AC 120-27C, other than actual weights, are not in compliance with the guidelines of AC 120-27E. OpSpecs must be issued by August 11, 2005, to comply with AC 120-27E. 

4.  DISCUSSION.  

a.  Operators who have not modified their weight and balance programs in accordance with AC 120-27E by August 11, 2005, will not be in compliance with Flight Standards policy.  

b.  If an operator has not developed an approved weight and balance program in accordance with AC 120-27E and has not been issued the appropriate OpSpecs, the POI must issue OpSpec A096 revision 1.0 and coordinate with the principal maintenance inspector (PMI) to issue OpSpec E096 revision 3.0 to use actual weights.

c.  All the provisions of 14 CFR part 119, section 119.51 shall be followed by the certificate-holding district office (CHDO), and the petition rights of the operator will be respected.
(1)  By providing the operator a copy of this notice, the CHDO will have provided the operator the 7-day notification of its plan to amend its OpSpecs as required by section 119.51(b)(2).  

(2)  At the conclusion of the 7-day notification period, the CHDO will then issue amended OpSpecs as cited above with an effective date 30 days later as provided by section 119.51(b)(4).  Effective dates more than 30 days must be approved by AFS-200.

(3)  The operator may petition for reconsideration within the 30-day period after notification as provided by sections 119.51(d)(1) and (2). A petition for reconsideration within 30 days suspends the effectiveness of the amendment until the Director, Flight Standards Service, responds as provided by section 119.51(d)(3).

(4)  If the operator does not petition within 30 days, the amendment becomes effective.

5.  ACTION.  POIs should familiarize themselves with the contents of this notice and, NO LATER THAN AUGUST 4, 2005, must provide a copy of this notice to their assigned operators who have not been authorized a weight and balance program in accordance with AC 120-27E.  On August 11, 2005, the POI must take the following actions for operators who have not complied with AC 120-27E.

a.  Issue OpSpec A096, revision 1.0, which requires the operator to use actual weights for all elements of the weight and balance program. 
b.  Update OpSpec E096 to revision 3.0.
6.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS).  

a.  Document the following:

(1)  The conveyance of the information contained in this notice for each operator affected.

(2)  The issuance of OpSpecs A096 and E096 to each affected operator.

b.  Use PTRS code 1030, Staff/Amin/Convey Nonreg Sfty.

c.  Enter “N840084” (without the quotes) in the “National Use” field.

d.  Once the above information has been provided to the air carrier, close out the PTRS. 

7.  DISPOSITION.  This notice will not be incorporated into Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook.  Questions concerning this notice should be directed to the Air Carrier Operations Branch, AFS-220, at (202) 267-7579. 

/s/ James J. Ballough

Director, Flight Standards Service

Distribution:  A-W(FS)-2; A-X(FS)-3; A-FFS-7 (LTD); AMA-200 (80 cys)
Initiated By: AFS-220
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